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and the struggle of the peasants against serfdom. In this letter, which
was privately circulated in hundreds of written copies, Belinsky sharply
criticized the reactionary nature of Gogol's articles published under the
title of Selec'ed Passages from Hy Correspondence with My Friends.
*5Jelinsky wrote Gogol that Russia's salvation lay not in preach-
ings or prayers but in the abolition of serfdom, the awakening in the
people of its sense of human dignity and in its enlightenment.

Belinsky was one of the first revolutionary enlighteners. The cen-
sorship shackled and stifled the thought and word of the writer, but
he overcame the "censorship bans by cleverly-worded articles expound-
ing the most revolutionary ideas. Belinsky himself wrote bitterly of
the persecution of the censorship: "Nature condemned me to bark like a
dog and howl like a jackal but circumstances compel me to mew like a
cat and wave rny tail like a fox. ''"Belinsky was a revolutionary democrat,
inspired with a fierce hatred of serfdom and every f oim of oppression, an
ardent champion of enlightenment. He loved his country passionately,
and believed that a great future lay before it. A century ago, not long
before his death, Belinsky wrote: "We envy our grandchildren and
great-grandchildren who are predestined to see Bussia in 1940 standing
at the head of an educated world, establishing laws in science and art
and accepting the reverential tribute of enlightened mankind."

Belinsky died in 1848 of tuberculosis. Death saved him from
the Fortress of Peter and Paul where he was to have been imprisoned
on the order of the tsar.

V* 0, Belinsky on his deathbed. From a drawing by A. A. Naumou